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LOCATIONGeographical location

Name of conservation area (or protected area)

Degree of environmental protection

Diving site name

Geographical coordinates (reference system)

LAT

LONG

Reference system

Italia, Liguria, Genova, Portofino

Area Marina Protetta Portofino 

Zona B

Mohawk Deer

44°18'28.90''N 

9°11'31.04''E

WGS 84



INFORMATIONType of access to the diving site

From land and by boat

Information from the managing organisation

Estimated number of dives carried out on the site per year

1015, snorkelling and freediving have not been quantified (estimates for the year 
2020)

Site characteristics

Maximum depth

Difficulty

30 m

Low

Cultural and natural

Permit required
www.portofinoamp.it

Snorkeling

Diving
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NATURALDescription of the site of natural interest

In this dive you can observe large quantities of fish including: seabream (Diplodus spp.), 

saddled seabream (Oblada melanura), often it is possible to observe predators such as 

dusky grouper (Epinephelus marginatus), gilthead seabream (Sparus aurata), common 

dentex (Dentex dentex) and european seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax). The large iron 

mass of the wreck appears to be covered with algae, porifers, yellow madrepores and in 

the depths we find jewel anemones (Corynactis viridis) and gorgonians (Eunicella cavolinii

and Paramuricea clavata). In the stern part, the skeleton of the ship forms a tunnel that 

can potentially be travelled to the deepest area, at the end of which the plates appear 

colonised by numerous branches of violescent sea-whip (Paramuricea clavata). Beyond a 

depth of 25 m, on the seabed adjacent to the wreck, cracks and crevices with typical coral 

habitat life can be observed.

Main species list

• Corynactis viridis

• Eunicella cavolinii

• Paramuricea clavata

• Sparus aurata

• Epinephelus marginatus

• Dentex dentex



NATURAL

Habitat map (GIS)

Area of main habitats (within
a 100m radius of the site)

• Detritus seabed 7’633 mq

• Sciaphilous algae 6’134 mq

• Coralligenous           4’319 mq

• Photophilic algae 3’370 mq



NATURAL

Habitats with natural capital 
greater than the average 
value found in MPAs

(within 100m of the site)

Natural capital map (GIS)

• Coralligenous

• Photophilic algae

• Sciaphilous algae



NATURAL

Environmental heritage photos

Portofino MPA archive
photo (R. Romani)

Portofino MPA archive
photo (A. Serafini)

Portofino MPA archive photo
(L. Capurro)

Portofino MPA archive photo
(L. Capurro)



CULTURALDescription of the site of cultural interest

Diving at this site allows you to visit the only wreck of a recent ship, 120 metres long, 

which sank in the waters that are part of the Portofino Marine Protected Area. The Mohawk 

Deer was a cargo steamer of Canadian origin, previously registered under the names L.C. 

Waldo and Riverton, which had an extraordinarily long operational life (71 years). It sank 

after a violent sea storm, when it was about to reach the port of La Spezia where it was to 

be laid up. The steamer sank at 7.30 a.m. on 6 November 1967, breaking into two pieces. 

Mohawk Deer had a steel hull, three masts, a steel tank, three holds and three watertight 

bulkheads. The wreck is currently between 18 and 45 metres deep, and entry to the wreck 

is strongly discouraged due to the highly dangerous nature of the narrow passages and 

very dilapidated structures. The wreck lies on the starboard side, along the line of 

maximum slope. The first thing to appear is the bow of the ship, still in good condition, 

tilted on one side and facing upwards. Deeper down we see the broken hull of the ship, 

mostly reduced to large sheets of metal resting on the bottom. 



CULTURAL

Cultural heritage photos

Portofino MPA archive photo
(Portofino Divers)

Portofino MPA archive
photo (A. Vanzo)

Portofino MPA archive photo
(Portofino Divers)

Portofino MPA archive photo
(M. Calabrese)


